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HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE,
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE oF COMMONS,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

I am plesased to greet you at the beginning of 2004, when, as Canadians, we
know that our history and our capacity for change are a part of our strength asa
complex and modern country. Human dignity and respect for othersand a
redlistic awareness of our past make us a mature nation and help usto move
forward to express our true values.

We have our Canadian vaues and we can bring them into the internationa sphere
in a humanitarian and effective way. As Governor General and Commander-in-
Chief of the Canadian Forces, | have the privilege of seeing our values as
Canadiansin action.

When | visited our troopsin Kabul, I could see that our troops play avitd role of
courage and commitment. In the past year, we have suffered tragic loss and injury
to our soldiers while carrying out Canada s commitment to peace. | said to the
soldiersthat every single one of them carries within him or her amicrocosm of
our Canadian character. A desireto create aworld where fairness, justice and
decency reign.

That part of the Canadian character comes out in civilian ways when we face
natural disasters — such as the devadtation of the firesin British Columbia or the
destruction of Hurricane Juan on our eastern coast. My vist to Kelowna and
Kamloops after the devastating fires confirmed to me that Canadians, evenin
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digtress and loss, think of others. Many assured me that their Situations were not
as bad as their neighbours' and were more concerned about how others
would cope.

It isthis ability to look at the needs of others, to fed compassion for their
suffering as part of our own, which speaks to the best of us as Canadians. | think
this comes from the fact that we have asociety thet is caring, in which
Aboriginds, Francophones, Anglophones — and immigrants from al over the
world — play asgnificant part. Our history has prepared usto be innovative in
the modern world, where diversity counts for so much.

| preside over citizenship ceremonies across this country whenever | can, most
recently in Saskatoon 10 days ago. But whether it'sin Saint John, Quebec City,
Ottawa, Calgary, | speak to our newest Canadians with optimism. Because | know
that, as they look around them, they will see examples of what it isliketo live the
truly Canadian life, to accept and be accepted, to understand and be understood.

When we look around us at Canada today, we see many strengths, many
achievements — a society with an enviable qudlity of life and so much potentid,
S0 much talent.

We can build on these strengths to expand our horizons and enlarge our
ambitions

Canadians have aready taken up that chalenge. They have embraced change with
anew confidence. Canadians know who they are and what they want. They want
agovernment that hel ps shape that course, that |eads the way — and that also
engages them in building the future.

We want governments to reflect our vaues in the actions they take. Thisincludes
living within our means, investing as we can afford; and looking to the future.

Canadians want their government to do more than just settle for the status quo.

They want a government that can lead change, develop a nationa consensus on
common goas and have the wisdom to help dl of us achieve them.
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The gods of the Government of Canada are clear.

We want a Canada with strong socia foundations, where people are treated with
dignity, where they are given a hand when needed, where no one is left behind.
Where Canadians — families and communities— have the tools to find loca
solutions for locd problems.

We want a strong economy for the 21t century, with well-paying and meaningful
work; reedy at the forefront of the next big technologica revolution; and built on
asolid fiscd foundation.

We want for Canada arole of pride and influence in the world, where we speak
with an independent voice, bringing digtinctive Canadian vaues to internationd
affairs. It istime to take our place, meet our responsihilities, carry our weight.

Today the Government is proposing an ambitious agendato set our country on
this path. An agenda that should be measured and judged by the goads we have set
and by the resolve and constancy by which they are pursued.

Achievements of worth and permanence take time. But that is no excuse for
inaction. The Government is committed to making the down payments needed

now and to build consstently on these steps as resources permit. So that, a decade
hence, we will see that today we made the right choices for the country.

This Speech from the Throne marks the sart of a new government; a new agenda;
anew way of working.

It marks arenewd, built on partnership, opportunity, achievement — and the red
engagement of Canadians.
CHANGING THE WAY THINGSWORK IN OTTAWA

The path to achievement begins with making sure that Canadians believe ther
government, o that they can believe in government.
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We must re-engage citizens in Canada s palitica life. And this hasto begin in the
place where it should mean the most — in Parliament — by making Parliament
work better. That means reconnecting citizens with their Members of Parliament.

That means a new partnership with provinces and territories, focused on the
interests of Canadians. That also means greeter trangparency, ethica standards,
and financid accountability in how we govern.

The Government of Canada is determined to return Parliament to the centre of
nationa debate and decision making and to restore the public’ sfaith and trust in
the integrity and good management of government.

To that end, it will, asafirg step, immediately table in Parliament an action plan
for democratic reform.

Thiswill include sgnificantly more free votes, so that Members can represent the
views of their condtituents as they seefit.

Thiswill include an enhanced role for Members to shape laws.
An enhanced role for Parliamentary Committees, o that Members can hold the
Government to greater account — and can play akey rolein reviewing senior

appointments.

A more active role for Parliamentary Secretaries, for greater engagement between
the Government and Parliament and with Canadians.

Sgnificantly enhancing the role of dl MPswill make Parliament whet it was
intended to be — a place where Canadians can see and hear their views debated

and their interests heard. In short, a place where they can have an influence on the
policies thet affect their lives,

RESTORING TRUST AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Democratic renewa must aso restore trust. Too many Canadians are dienated
from their governments. This must be reversed.
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Canadians want the Government of Canada to do better in meeting ethical
gandards. That iswhy, as one of itsfirg acts, the Government enhanced the
ethics code for al federa public office holders. And that is dso why the
Government will ask Parliament to immediately reinstate and adopt legidation
egtablishing an independent Ethics Commissioner reporting to Parliament and an
Ethics Officer for the Senate.

And thisiswhy the Government created a new agency for continuing excellence
in public service. A professond, non-partisan public service— drawing on the
talents and commitment of Canadians from every region — is a source of strength
and advantage. Our public servants have an important role in this agenda of
change. They want to improve how we govern. Canadians deserve the best public
service possible — and our agenda demandsit.

Democratic renewa means that government programs deliver on objectives, that
they ddiver what mattersin peoplée' s lives. Canadians expect government to
respect their tax dollars. They want to have the confidence that public money —
their money — iswisdy spent.

To thisend, the Government is launching an ongoing process of expenditure
review, overseen by anew Committee of Cabinet. Thiswill ensure that spending
reflects priorities and that every tax dollar isinvested with care to achieve results
for Canadians.

A STRONGER RELATIONSHIP

Democratic renewa means opening the doorsin Ottawa to the voices of our
provinces and territories— al our regions — and adopting new ways of working
together on behalf of Canadians.

Jurisdiction must be respected. But Canadians do not go about their daily lives
worried about which jurisdiction does this or that. They expect, rightly, that their
governments will co-operate in common purpose for the common good — each
working from its strength. They expect them to just get on with the job.

That iswhy the Government is determined to put relations with provinces and
territories on amore congtructive footing.
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STRENGTHENING CANADA’S SOCIAL
FOUNDATIONS

Changing the way things work in Government will hdp dl Canadiansto achieve
their gods, starting with strengthening Canada s socid foundations.

That means ensuring that al Canadians have the opportunity to develop and use
skills and knowledge to their fullest. It means removing barriers to opportunity.
It means building on the fundamenta fairness of Canadians. Because our
enormous good fortune demands nothing less.

This philosophy is given concrete expression in our system of universd hedlth
care; in socid programs that seek to leve the playing field for everyone;

in programs to provide our seniors with income ass stance and care when needed;
in our openness to immigrants and refugees and abhorrence of racism; in our
commitment to gender equdity; in measures to better the opportunities for
Aborigind Canadians.

PARTNERSHIP FOR A HEALTHY CANADA

The Government’ s commitment to hedlth care rests on one fundamenta tenet:
that every Canadian have timely accessto qudity care, regardless of income or
geography — access when they need it.

The Government is committed to this god: universd, high-quadity, publicly
funded hedlth care, consstent with the principles of medicare, as set out in the

Canada Hedlth Act.

The length of waiting times for the most important diagnoses and treatmentsisa
litmus test of our hedlth care system. These waiting times must be reduced.

Thiswill require fundamentd reform and improvement in the facilities and
procedures of the entire hedlth care system.

But there is much we can do right now.
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The Prime Minister announced on Friday that the Government of Canada has
determined that, without going into deficit, it will now be able to provide a further
$2 hillion hedth-care transfer to the provinces and territories this year. Fundsto
help reduce waiting times; to improve access to diagnostic services, to provide for
more doctors and more nurses.

Looking forward, the Government will work with its provincia and territoria
partners on the necessary reforms and long-term sustainability of the hedlth
system. And it will support the Hedlth Council in the development of information
on which waiting-time objectives can be set, and by which Canadians can judge
progress toward them.

Canadians aso want to be protected from emerging threats to their health, from
globa epidemics to contaminated water. Safeguarding the hedth of Canadiansis
atop priority of this Government.

The shock of SARS demongtrated vividly our vulnerability to infectious diseases
that may be incubated anywhere on earth.

Diseases such as SARS and the recent avian flu pose threats which increased
globa mobility can only make worse.

The Government will therefore take the leed in establishing a strong and
respongve public hedth system, starting with a new Canada Public Hedlth
Agency that will ensure that Canadais linked, both nationdly and globdly, ina
network for disease control and emergency response.

The Government will aso gppoint anew Chief Public Hedlth Officer for Canada
— and undertake a much-needed overhaul of federa hedlth protection through a
Canada Hedlth Protection Act.

Strengthening our socid foundations adso means improving the overdl hedlth of
Canadians — gtarting with hedlth promotion to help reduce the incidence of
avoidable disease. The Government will work with al of its partners to that end,
following the age-old prescription that prevention is the best cure.
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CARING FOR OUR CHILDREN
The future of our children s, quite literally, Canadd s future,

Science teaches that the early years can shape — or limit — on€e s future, that
early and effective intervention can have enduring benefits.

Governments are not parents, but they do have aroleto play in helping to make
sure that families get the supports and tools that they need and in protecting
children from exploitation and abuse.

We must ensure that every child gets the best possble gart in life; that dl of
Canada' s children enter school ready to learn; that we protect their hedlth, their
happiness, and their freedom to grow in mind and in body without fear. These are
the foundations of hedthy early childhood devel opment.

That isthe god. And there are important steps we can take now — down
payments on an enduring commitmen.

Firgt, in co-operation with the provinces and territories, the Government will
accderate initiatives under the existing Multilateral Framework for Early
Learning and Child Care, which means more qudity child care more quickly.

Second, to help communitiesidentify children whose readinessto learnis at risk,
the Government will extend its successful community pilot project,
Underganding the Early Years, to a least 100 communities. Communities
themsalves can do much for their children with the right knowledge and tools.

Third, the Government will do more to ensure the safety of children through a

srategy to counter sexud exploitation of children on the Internet and by
reingating child protection legidation.
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CREATING OPPORTUNITY FOR CANADIANSWITH
DIsSABILITIES

Many Canadians with disabilities are ready to contribute but confront difficult
obstacles in the workplace and in their communities. And too often, families are
left on their own to care for a severdly disabled rlative. Here too, the
Government of Canada has arole.

We want a Canada in which citizens with disabilities have the opportunity to
contribute to and benefit from Canada s prosperity — as learners, workers,
volunteers, and family members.

Canada cannot afford to squander the talents of people with disabilities or turn its
back on those who seek to provide care and alife of dignity for family members
with severe disabilities.

The Government will sart by working with the provinces and territories to fill the
gaps in education and skills development and in workplace supports and
workplace accommodation for people with disabilities.

It will lead by example in supporting the hiring, accommodation and retention of
Canadians with disabilitiesin the Government of Canada— the nation’s largest
employer — and in federdly regulated industries.

The Government will aso improve the fairness of the tax system for people with
disabilities, and their supporting families, based on the findings of the Advisory
Committee on Tax Measures, which will report thisfal and will implement early
actionsin areas of priority.

ABORIGINAL CANADIANS
Aborigind Canadians have not fully shared in our nation’s good fortune. While
some progress has been made, the conditionsin far too many Aborigina

communities can only be described as shameful. This offends our vaues. Itisin
our collective interest to turn the corner. And we must start now.
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Our god isto see Aborigina children get a better sart in life as afoundeation for
greater progress in acquiring the education and work-force skills needed to
succeed.

Our god isto seered economic opportunities for Aborigind individuas and
communities.

To see Aborigind Canadians participating fully in nationd life, on the bagis of
higtoric rights and agreements — with greater economic sdf-reliance, a better
qudity of life

The Government of Canadawill work with First Nations to improve governance
in their communities — to enhance trangparency and accountability — because
thisisthe prerequisite to effective self-government and economic development.
Aborigind leadership is committed to this end and rapid progress is essentid.

In order to support governance capacity in Aborigind communities and to
enhance effective didogue, the Government will, in co-operation with First
Nations, establish an independent Centre for First Nations Government.

The Government will dso focus on education and skills development, because
thisisaprerequidte to individua opportunity and full participation. To pursue
this god, the Government will work with provinces and territories and Aborigind
partnersin arenewed Aborigind Human Resources Development Strategy.

Too often, the needs of Aborigina people off reserve are caught up in
jurisdictiona wrangling. These issues cannot deter us. The Government of
Canada will work with its partners on practica solutions to help Aborigind
people respond to the unique chalenges they face. To this end, the Government
will expand the successful Urban Aborigind Strategy with willing provinces and
municpdities

The Government will dso engage other levels of government and Métis
leadership on the place of the Métisin its policies.
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The Government is committed to a more coherent approach to Aborigina issues.
To focusthis effort, it has established a new Cabinet Committee on Aborigina
Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minigter; a Parliamentary Secretary; and an
Aborigind Affairs Secretariat in the Privy Council Office,

GREAT PLACESTo LIVE— A NEw DEAL FOR
COMMUNITIES

Our communities, our towns, our cities are key to our socia goas and our
economic competitiveness. Large and small, rurd and urban, Canada's
communities are facing new chalenges, often without sufficient resources or the
tools they need.

Canada depends on communities that can attract the best talent and compete for
investment as vibrant centres of commerce, learning, and culture. We want
communities that provide affordable housing, good transit, qudity hedth care,
excdlent schoals, safe neighbourhoods, and abundant green spaces.

To this end, the Government of Canada is committed to anew ded for Canada's
municipdities
A new ded that targets the infrastructure needed to support quality of life and

sugtainable growth.

A new ded that helps our communities become more dynamic, more culturdly
rich, more cohesive, and partners in strengthening Canada s socid foundations.

A new ded that ddivers reliable, predictable and long-term funding.

Therefore, the Government will work with provinces to share with municipdities
aportion of gastax revenues or to determine other fiscal mechanisms which
achieve the same gods.

Thiswill take time and the agreement of other governments. But the Government
of Canadais prepared now, as adown payment, to act in its own jurisdiction by
providing dl municipaities with full rdief from the portion of the Goods and
Services Tax they now pay.
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Over the next decade, this will provide Canada s municipditieswith
approximately $7 hillion of stable new funding to help meet criticd priorities.

The Government will dso move to quickly commit funds within our existing
infrastructure programs, so that our partners can plan properly.

Together, these are red and ongoing investmentsin urban trangt, affordable
housing, clean water, and good roads. Canada’ s municipalities asked for this.
The Government has acted.

Canada s municipdities can play acrucid role in heping the Government meet
its nationd priorities— for the integration of immigrants, for opportunities for
Aborigind Canadians living in urban centres, for tackling homelessness, and for
emergency preparedness and response. The new ded meansthat city hdl hasa
red sedt at the table of nationd change.

And the Government will help communities to help themsdlves.

One of the best waysto do thisis to get behind the remarkable people who are
goplying entrepreneurid skills, not for profit, but rather to enhance the socid and
environmenta conditionsin our communities right across Canada.

These new gpproaches to community development — sometimes referred to as
the “ social economy” — are producing more and more success stories about a
turn around in individua lives and distressed neighbourhoods — communities
working to combat homelessness, address poverty and clean up the environment.

The Government of Canada wants to support those engaged in this
entrepreneuria social movement. It will increase their access to resources and
tools. The Government will, for example, work to widen the scope of programs
currently available to smal and medium-gzed enterprises to include socid
enterprises.

The voluntary sector and the millions of Canadian volunteers are essentia
contributors to the qudity, fairness and vitdity of our communities. The
Government will continue to advance the Voluntary Sector Initiative, to
strengthen the capacity and voice of philanthropic and charitable organizations
and to mobilize volunteers.
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Another defining characterigtic of our communities and of our reputation around
the world isthe vitdity and excellence of our culturd life. Canadd s artists and
cultura enterprises are among our best ambassadors, aswell as being an
increasingly dynamic dement of the knowledge economy. Their work holds a
mirror on our society and builds alegacy for future generations.

The Government will work with parliamentarians to modernize our arts and
culture policies and federd culturd ingtitutions to bring to bear the new
technologica possihilities of the digital age and to reflect Canada s regiond
diversty and multiculturalism.

Linguigtic dudity is at the heart of our identity. It is our image in the world.
It opens doors for us.

The Government will nurture this asset, which benefits dl Canadians. It will
ensure that minority language communities have the tools that enable their
members to fully contribute to the development of Canadian society.

BUILDING A 21ST CENTURY ECONOMY

A strong economy, built to succeed in the 21t century, is the pre-condition to
fulfilling our aspirations, as a nation and as individuas.

A nation’s socid and economic goas are inseparable. A stronger economy
requires stronger socid foundations. And if we want to build afarer, more
equitable society, we need a stronger economy.

Where do we want to be a decade from now?

We want a Canada that isaworld leader in developing and applying the path-
breaking technologies of the 21t century — biotechnology, environmenta
technology, information and communications technologies, hedth technologies,
and nanotechnology. Applying these capabilities to dl sectors to build globaly
competitive firms, from start-ups to multinationas. And creeting high-quaity
jobs that will meet the ambitions of young Canadians— and keep them in this
country, working to build an even greater Canada.
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We foresee a Canada that is amagnet for capital and entrepreneurs from around
the world.

A Canada where the increasing number of women entrepreneurs have every
opportunity to succeed and contribute a vital new dimension to our economy.

A Canada built on innovation with world-class research universities, smart
regulation and innovative financing, al combining to make Canada a globd
leader in the commercidization of bright idess.

A Canada where the benefits of the 21st century economy are being reaped from
coast to coast to coast — on our farms, in our fishing, forest, and mining
indudtries, and in our rurd communities where modern communications are
helping to surmount the barrier of distance.

Thiswill be achieved primarily through the efforts of Canadians themsdlves.
But government has an essentid enabling role.

A sound macroeconomic environment is fundamenta. To ensure that the
hard-won gains of the past decade are never squandered, the Government of
Canada is undterably committed to fiscal prudence, as evidenced by annud
bal anced budgets and steady reduction in the debt relative to the size of the
economy. This Government will not spend itsdlf into deficit.

Canadais atrading nation. And a 21t century economy is an economy open to
the world. Canadian goods, services, capital, people, and knowledge must be able
to reach internationa markets.

There are growing opportunities for Canadian exporters and investors to
complement our enormoudy successful relationship with the United States by
building closer economic ties with other regions of the world. In particular, more
attention will be focused on such newly emerging economic giants as China,
India, and Brazil.
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L IFELONG L EARNING
Investing in people will be Canada s most important economic investment.

The Government’s god isto ensure that alack of financia resources will not be
alowed to deny, to those with the motivation and capacity, the opportunity to
learn and aspire to excdllence in pursuing a skilled trade, a community college
diploma, or univergity degree.

To advance this objective, the Government of Canada will work with provinces
and territories to moderni ze the Canada Student Loans Program to help overcome
financia barriers to post-secondary education and training. It will update and
improve grants and loans to increase access for middle- and low-income families
and their children and to reflect the risng cost of educetion.

Loan limitswill be increased, in recognition of the rising cost of education.

Eligible expenses will be broadened to include the new essentials, such as
computers.

Family income thresholds will be raised to improve access for middie income
families, squeezed by risng codts.

Measures will be taken to improve loan terms for part-time students.

But the answer to improved access must go beyond smply more generous loans,
because a growing debt load posesits own limits, both psychologicaly and
finenadly.

The Government will therefore provide a new grant for low-income students, to
cover aportion of the tuition cost of the first year of post-secondary education.

Moreis aso needed to encourage greater savings by familiesfor their children's
education, starting from the earliest years of life. The Registered Education
Savings Plan and associated savings grant have been extraordinarily successful
gimulants, but participation by lower income families — often those who could
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most benefit — has been disappointingly low. The Government will therefore
creste new incentives thet truly work to encourage low-income families to begin
investing, right from the birth of their children, for their long-term education.

To meet the chalenges of the new economy, Canada s workers must have the
opportunity to upgrade their kills, to improve their literacy, to learn on the job, to
move onto the path of lifeong learning.

The Government will therefore refine and enhance its programs to encourage
skills upgrading, in concert with sector councils, unions, and business.

The Government will dso work with provinces to update labour market
programming to better reflect the redlities of work in the 21t century, such asthe
growth of sdlf-employment and the need for continuous upgrading of skills.

We will dso deepen the pool of Canada s talent and skills by ensuring more
successful integration of new immigrants into the economy and into communities.
Immigrants have helped to build Canada from its inception and will be key to our
future prosperity. The Government will do its part to ensure speedier recognition
of foreign credentials and prior work experience. It will aso implement measures
to inform progpective immigrants and encourage the acquisition of necessary
credentias before they arrive in Canada.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Canadian entrepreneurs have made great strides in building the innovetive,
technol ogy-enabled economy needed to succeed in the years ahead. The
Government of Canada has helped lay the foundation for even greater success
with very substantid investments in basic research — $13 hillion since 1997.

These investments are ensuring a continued flow of basic knowledge and highly
trained people on which our future economic success depends.

Now we must do much more to ensure that our knowledge investment is

converted to commercia success. We need to do more to get our ideas and
innovations out of our minds and into the marketplace.
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Our small, innovative firms face two key obstacles — access to adequate
early-gtage financing; and the capacity to conduct the research and devel opment
needed to commercidize their ideas and really grow their business.

The Government will help to overcome these obstacles— building, for example,
on the venture financing capabilities of the Busness Development Bank.

The Government will create access to capitd for the commercidization of science
in areas where we can be among the world leaders — in environment, in hedlth,
in biotechnology, and in nanatechnol ogy.

The Government will aso build on the experience and nationwide reech of the
Nationa Research Council to help smdl firms bridge the commercidization gep
by providing the research and expertise that smal business cannot develop on
itsown.

To help integrate and focus these efforts, Canada s new National Science Advisor
will re-engage universties, colleges, and enterprise in atruly nationd science
agenda.

REGIONAL AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The 21t century economy promises opportunity for al parts of Canada. The
objective of the Government is to ensure that every region of the country hasthe
opportunity to move forward, socialy and economicaly, on arisng tide of
progress. As we share opportunity, so too will we share prosperity.

The Government therefore remains committed to supporting economic
development through the regiond agencies where the focus must be on
srengthening the sinews of an economy for the 21st century, building on

indigenous strength.

The Government will place increased emphasis on opportunities to add greater
vaue to natura resources through application of advanced technology and know-
how; on opportunities to develop Canadd s energy resources and be aleader in
environmenta stlewardship; and on opportunities to maximize the potentia of our
vadt coadta and offshore areas through a new Oceans Action Plan.
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It will develop a Northern strategy, ensuring that economic development related
to energy and mining is brought on stream in partnership with Northern
Canadians, based on stewardship of our most fragile northern ecosystems.

The Government is dedicated to Canada s farm economy and to taking the steps
necessary to safeguard access to internationa markets and to ensure that farmers
are not |eft to bear done the consequences of circumstances beyond their control.
It isdso committed to fostering a technologicdly advanced agricultura sector
with the supporting infrastructure of trangportation and applied science to make
the comptitiveness of Canadian farmers and the safety of our food second to
none in world markets.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Safeguarding our naturd environment — in the here and now, and for generations
to come— is one of the greet respongbilities of citizens and governmentsin the
214 century.

Thetide of globd population and the imperatives of economic development —
no longer rediricted to the small minority of rich countries — make sustainable
development achdlenge of nationd and globa magnitude.

Canadians, as stewards of vast geography and abundant resources, feel akeen
sense of responghility to help the world meet the environmental chalenge.

And in so doing, to show how this challenge can be turned to advantage through
leadership in “green technologies’; through more energy-efficient transportation
and housing; and through non-polluting industrid processes. All of which will
gimulate innovation, new market opportunities, and cleaner communities,

This spirit will animate Canadd s gpproach to climate change.

Halting the increasingly damaging impact of human activity on dimaeisa
project of globa scale and decades duration.
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The Government of Canada will respect its commitments to the Kyoto accord on
climate change in away that produces long-term and enduring results while
maintaining a strong and growing economy. It will do so by developing an
equitable nationd plan, in partnership with provincia and territorid governments
and other stakeholders.

We have begun, and we will persevere. And we will go beyond Kyoto to
Strengthen our environmenta stewardship.

Firg, the Government will begin by putting its own house in order. It will
undertake a 10-year, $3.5 hillion program to clean up contaminated sites for
which the Government is responsible. And the Government of Canada will
augment this with a$500 million program of Smilar duration to do its part in the
remediation of certain other Sites, notably the Sydney tar ponds.

Second, the Government will intengfy its commitment to clean air and clean
water. We will engage the United States on trans-boundary issues and the
provinces to achieve more dringent nationd guidelines on air and weater quality.
And we are committing the resources needed to ensure safe drinking weter in
Firg Nations communities,

Third, building on recommendations of the Nationa Roundtable on the
Environment and the Economy, the Government will start incorporating key
indicators on clean water, clean air, and emissions reduction into its decison
making.

Fourth, the Government will increase the resources to support innovetive
environmenta technologies and further encourage their commercidization.

Fifth, we will engage Canadians directly. Our One Tonne Challenge amsto raise
awareness and provide Canadians with information on how their individua
consumption choices contribute to the emissons that drive climate change. The
objective — the challenge — isto reduce emissions by 1,000 kilograms per
person, per year. Because environmental stewardship must be everybody’s
respongbility.
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CANADA’'S ROLE IN THE WORLD

Canadians are uniquely positioned for the new globa redities— open to the
world, comfortable with the interdependence of nations, aware of our globa
responghilities.

Canadians want their country to play a distinctive and independent role in making
the world more secure, more peaceful, more co-operative, more open. They want
to see Canada' s place of pride and influence in the world restored.

What kind of world do we want to see a decade from now?

We want to see the benefits of globa interdependence spread more fairly
throughout the world.

We want agreement on new rules governing internationa actionswhen a
government fails to protect its own people from tyranny and oppresson.

We want to see multilaterd indtitutions that work. No one nation can manage the
conseguences of globa interdependence on its own.

We want to see grester collaboration among nations to ensure that economic
policies go hand in hand with stronger socid programsto aleviate hunger,
poverty, and disease, and to help to raise the sandards of living in developing
countries.

Canada can contribute to achieving these goas.

We can play adidinctive role based on our values— the rule of law, liberty,
democracy, equdity of opportunity, and fairness. As others have said: the world
needs more Canada.

Canada can make a difference and we can more than carry our weight. We need
to work better, to work smarter, in diplomacy, in development, in defence and in
internationa trade — dl of which have become profoundly interdependent and
areincreasingly touching Canadiansin their daily lives.
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To guide usforward in this, the Government has launched an integrated review of
itsinternationa policies— the first such review in a decade of change.

The review will be completed this autumn and then consdered by a parliamentary
committee, where Canadians will have the opportunity to make their views
known.

Some things, however, need not wait for the review — because they are urgently
needed, or because the right course of action is aready clear.

Thereisamord imperative to do al we can to make medical treatment accessble
to the untold millions suffering from deadly infectious diseases, notably

HIV/AIDS, particularly in the poorest countries of Africa. The Government of
Canada will therefore proceed with legidation to enable the provison of generic
drugs to developing countries.

Canada s obligation does not stop there. We are a knowledge-rich country.
We must apply more of our research and science to help address the most
pressing problems of developing countries.

The Government will continue its leadership in the creation of anew internationa
indrument on culturd diversity, participate actively in la Francophonie, and
promote and disseminate our cultura products and works around the world.

And in 2010, the eyes of the world will be on Canada as VVancouver and Whistler
host the Winter Olympics, an opportunity to inspire Canadian pride and
achievement — and an opportunity to reinforce participation in sport by
Canadians, a the highest leve and in our communities.

Our foreign policy objectives require a meaningful cgpacity to contribute
militarily in support of collective efforts to safeguard international peace and
security. Our men and women in uniform put therr lives on the line for us when
they participate in operations abroad — as we were reminded tragicdly only last
week. All Canadians support them and their families. We must ensure that they
have the equipment and training to do the job.
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To this end, the Government will make immediate invetmentsin key capitd
equipment, such as new armoured vehicles and replacements for the Sea King
helicopters.

Thereis no role more fundamenta for government than the protection of its
citizens

That iswhy the Government has aready established the Department of Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness and appointed a National Security Advisor to
the Prime Miniger. It has dso established the Cabinet Committee on Security,
Public Hedlth and Emergencies and the new Canada Border Services Agency.

Given the respong bility to address new threats, such as non-gate terrorism, and
to ensure effective emergency management, the Government will develop, with
its domestic partners, Canada sfirst nationa security policy. Thiswill publicly
et forth the principles that will guide the Government’ s actions and serve asa
blueprint for effectively securing Canadain away that strengthens the open
nature of our society.

Canada and the United States are connected not only by the shared geography of
North Americaand by hugdly beneficid trade and investment flows — the largest
bilatera economic relationship in the world — but aso by ties of friendship and
family, by commonly held democratic vaues, and by shared interests and
respongbilities.

The Government is therefore committed to a new, more sophisticated gpproach to
this unique relationship.

To ensure aborder that is open and effective in handling the volumes of people,
goods, and services flowing to and from our economies, the security concerns of
both sides must be respected.

Building on the success of the Smart Bordersinitiative, the Government will
engage with the United States to further strengthen North American security
while facilitating the flow of commerce and travellers. It will aso work toward
infrastructure investments at key trade corridors to ensure that we can facilitate
the expanding trade between our countries.
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CONCLUSION

Canada and Canadians are confidently positioned to achieve greet thingsin the
years ahead.

We have set out measured steps consstent with our means. An ambitious agenda
for an ambitious country.

Members of the House of Commons:

Y ou will be asked to gppropriate the funds required to carry out the services and
expenditures authorized by Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate and Member s of the House of Commons:

Asyou carry out your duties and exercise your responsbilities, may you be
guided by Divine Providence.
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